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Holy greetings in the precious 
name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
The Lord has wonderfully 
blessed us as the saints of God to 
witness the close of a glorious 
year during our Holy 
Convocation, Nov. 1983. We are 
now in the year of 1984, and we 
face with faith the new 
challenges for this year. 


As the General Secretary of our 
great church I feel signally 
honored to officially announce 
to the wonderful leaders and 
membership of our church the 
forthcoming Spring Call 
Meeting, which will convene 
April 10-12, 1984, at our 
National Headquarters in 
Memphis, Tennessee, 272 South 


C.0.G.1.C. HEADQUARTERS, MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 


SPRING CALL MEETING TO CONVENE 


APRIL 10 — 12 
BY 


BISHOP G. R. ROSS 


Main Street. This meeting will be 
one of grea. significance because 
of the many unsettled maiters 
that must be dealt with. It is 
imperative that jurisdictional 
Bishops, Pastors, ordained 
Elders, Supervisors and such 
other delegaies that are elected 
to the General Assembly would 
be present to share in the 
deliberation of this prolific 
session and help to carry on the 
business of the church. The 
duration of the meeting is only 3 
days and it is most important 
and proper that all delegates 
plan to be in attendance All 3 
DAYS. Your presence and 
participation is essential for a 
completely successful session. 


observe that it is 
necessary in accordance with 
ARTICLE 3 SECTION B 
SUBSECTION 1 & 2 of the 
official manual of the Church of 
God in Christ that each and 
every jurisdiction will hold an 


Please 


electioi in the judisdicucual 
assembly to Guaiil, the ae:egates 
to the Genetal Assemoly. The 
rooster of delegaies shuuid then 
be forwarded io the office of the 
General Secretary. (registration 
attention: J. Neaul Hayes). 


In ordec to improve _ the 
registration procedure the 
jurisdictional Bishops and /or 
jurisdictional secretaries are 
requested to send the list of 
certified delegates to our office 
as soon as possible. Registration 
will begin on Monday, April 9, 
1984. 


With the many investments such 
as the Charles Harrison Mason 
Theological Seminary, The 
Missions Department, Charles 
Harrison Mason Bible College, 
The National Headquarters and 
properties, all of our educational 
institutions, projects and 
invocations of our great church 
the financial needs are great. It is 


ANNUAL BENEFIT DINNER 
RESPONSIBLE FOR MORE THAN 
40 SCHOLARSHIPS PER YEAR 


On November 12th during our 
76th Annual Holy Convocation, 
the prestigous Annual Benefit 
Dinner was held. Hundreds of 
our church’s young people 
compete each year to receive 
financial assistant from the 
church to further their 
education. This momentus affair 
was held in our headquarters’ 
hotel, the Chisca. 


The Friday before the banquet is 
a day of obdurate competition 
as hundreds of students from 
across the nation exhibit their 
God-given talents with hopes 
and anticipation of being 
triumphant in their quests for 
one of the great prizes. After a 
process of elimination, the 
winners are chosen. The first 
place winner is awarded $2,000, 
the second place winner is 


awarded $1,800, the third place 
winner $1,500, and $1,200 and 
$1,000 are awarded to the 
fourth and fifth place winners 
respectively. 


Mrs. Mason serves as chairperson 
of the Screening Committee. 
This committee narrows the vast 
number of applicants to the 
number of candidates that 
appear at the Benefit Dinner 
held in the Chisca’s Ballroom. 
There are as many as 35-40 
students who receive $500 and 
up each year. Therefore, the 
student does not necessarily 
have to be in the top five to be 
considered a winner. There are 
academic as well as fine arts 
scholarships given. 


Dr. Lamar Howard, Ph.D. of 
Georgia State College, serves as 


FEATURE ARTICLES AND NEWS ITEMS 


—DEBATING OVER FORMULAS--Page 2 


— REACHING THIS GENERATION—Page 4 


— NEWS AROUND THE GLOBE—Page 4 


the director of the scholarships. 
Dr. Howard certainly adds zest 
to this organization because of 
credentials and expertise in the 
field of education. Mrs. Julia 
Atkins serves as the executive 
director of this organization and 
should certainly be commended 
for all of the efforts she puts 
into this banquet. She works 
untiringly all year round. The 
director of the Fine Arts is none 
other than that gifted songbird, 
Mrs. Sara Jordan Powell, who 
the committee feels is very 
competent for that position. 
Elder Otis Massey works 
untiringly wherever he can and 
in particular with the alumni. 
These are just a few of the great 
individuals that make the 
Benefit Dinner a success every 
year. Recently when a 
representative from the Internal 
Revenue Service came to 
approve the organization as tax 
free, he praised it. He said it was 
very unusual for a_ black 
organization to have such a large 
fund with such an enormous 
amount of its workers being 
employed on a voluntary basis. 
The whole staff deserves a great 
appreciation for their unselfish 


Continued on page 7 


GENERAL SECRETARY 


qui. uaderstandable that we 
ms maintain our financial 
sublicity. It is therefore 
impo-cant that every credential 
holde: and membership as well 
to support the financial 
program. It is urgent for all 
credential holders to pay the 
stipulated amount required by 
their respective catagories 
(Bishops, Superintendents, 
Pastors, Elders, Ministers, 
Supervisors, District 
Missionaries, Missionaries, etc.) 


Also in addition to the report 
coming from the credential 
holders every member of the 
Church of God in Christ who 
loves and appreciates this great 
church will feel responsible and 
be happy to pay the six dollars 
($6.00) per member report to 
support the financial program of 
the church. 


ALL REPORTS ARE DUE IN 
THE FORTHCOMING APRIL 


“Ye shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free.” JOHN 8:32. 


FEBRUARY, 1984 


BISHOP L. E. WILLIS 


Chairman 
General Assembly 


CALL MEETING. Because of 
the strategic role played by the 
Pastors of our church you are 
encouraged to inspire the 
support of the membership as 
well as the credential holders in 
your church. It is hoped that we 
as leaders and feeders of the 
flock will urge wholehearted 
participation by reporting the 
entire membership of our 
church. 


The office of General Secretary 
is in the process of preparing an 
updated official directory of our 
church. It is requested that in 
addition to a current updated 
roll of all credential holders that 
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WHY AN ANNIVERSARY 
FOR THE LORD 
ON APRIL 29? 


The initial response of probably 
the average saint to this 
announcement of an anniversary 
day for the Lord is “why an 
anniversary for the Lord? 
Shouldn’t everyday be the 
Lord’s day? Their response does 
not deserve criticism because 
everyday should be an 
anniversary for the Lord. But 
don’t most of us give God a day 
like we give our lives. We claim 
our life, soul, body, and spirit 
belong to God. But ultimately 
we usually end up giving Him 3 
hours on Tues. 3 hours on 
Friday and six hours on Sunday. 
In other words only 12 hours 
per week are actually used for 
the service of the Lord. 


What our Presiding Bishop is 
asking is that we set aside this 
one day out of the year to raise 
a special offering for what could 
do more to preserve the COGIC 
Heritage and _ save the 
destruction of our youth in this 
age than any other single effort 
ever attempted by our church as 
a whole. And that is the 
beginning of All Saints 
University. 


It has been tragic the kind of 


corrupt environment our youth 
have had to subject themselves 
to in the name of education. In 
many instances there exist a 
direct effort by some of our 
institutions of learning to 
undermine the Christian faith. 
Many of our youth have come 
away from these schools 
confused and never returning to 
their COGIC roots. Other 
denominations have realized this 
and therefore have built schools 
to protect their youth from this 
kind of exposure. In-fact, almost 
every major denomination have 
their own college or university. 


Now is the time for the COGIC 
to do the same. It is 
indespensable to the future and 
survival of the Church of God in 
Christ that a university be built 
that will perpetuate and 
intergrate the COGIC Heritage 
into its curriculum and campus 
life. 


April 29, 1984, is that day set 
aside for this purpose. 


The Whole Truth editor and 
staff wish to congratulate the 
Presiding Bishop and General 
Board for their foresightedness. 
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GUEST EDITORIAL 


DEBATING OVER 
FORMULAS 
BY 
ELDER C. E. HAWTHORNE 
A.A., B.S., M.A., 


For about the last 65 years 
Christians have been fussing over 
baptismal formulas. This 
doctrinal debate has caused 
division, splitting evangelicals 
into two groups: the trinitarians 
and the unitarians. The 
trinitarians believe one should be 
baptized in the name of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
The unitarians believe that one 
should be baptized in the name 
of Jesus. 


Both groups have biblical 
backing for their beliefs. The 
trinitarians use Jesus’ command 
in Matthew 28:19, where the 
disciples were told to “Go ye 
therefore, and teach all nations 
baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost.” 


The problem arises when one 
group claims that their formula 
for baptism is the correct one. 
The assumption is that both 
ways cannot be right. Unitarians, 
commonly referred to as Jesus 
only, are usually the ones who 
stress this point, saying that 
there is only “one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism” (Eph. 4:5). 
They say that Jesus is the one 
Lord, that Jesus is the one faith 
and that Jesus is the one 
baptism. In other words, 
baptism in Jesus’ name is the 
one and only way to be 
baptized. 


Apostolic is another term used 
to refer to those who hold to the 
unitarian point of views. 
Apostolic churches emphasizes 
the practice of the apostles in 
the book of Acts. They say that 
the early apostles stressed 
baptism in Jesus’ name. The 
scriptures that support this point 
may be found in Acts 8:16, 
10:48; and 19:1-5. However, the 
beliefs of apostolic or 
““Jesus-only” churches vary from 
congregation to congregation. 
Thus, the beliefs set forth in this 


THE FIVE CLASSES OF 
SAINTS 


This article was not written as a 
judgmental article, but rather to 
alert us to the fact these classes 
DO exist. It is intended as a 
warning lest we drift into the 
traits of the undesirable classes. 
It is also a generalization for 
there are no definite lines for 
classification. 


First, we have the “hypocritical” 
saints. These individuals are 
saints in name only, for they 
definitely are not in the body of 
Christ. Some are faithful in 
church attendance, tithe payers, 
gifted musicians and some hold 
high offices in the church. Their 
moral lives bring shame and 
disgrace upon the church with 
such base sins as: drunkeness; 
adultery; homosexuality; lying 
and other ungodly acts. 
Sometimes they cause divisions 
and splits in the churches. These 
proud beings are not submissive 
to leadership. Yet they flatter 
and claw their way into places of 


book as being characteristic of 
apostolic churches are not 
always the case. There are 
exceptions and this should be 
recognized. So do not be quick 
to associate typical apostolic 
beliefs with all apostolic 
churches. 


Trinitarians emphasize the fact 
that Jesus specifically 
commanded the disciples to 
baptize in the name of the 
Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 
“To baptize any other way 
would be in direct disobedience 
to this command,” they argue. It 
is also contended that the Acts 
of the Apostles gives no evidence 
that the name of Jesus, as a 
formula, was used vocally over 
those who were baptized. In 
other words, there is no 
scriptural account that records 
the actual words that were 
spoken over those _ being 
baptized. Thus, the believers 
may have been commanded to 
be baptized “in the name of 
Jesus,”’ but these words were not 
verbally pronounced over them 
in the baptismal ceremony. 


So the trinitarians assume that 
the apostles obeyed Jesus’ 
command and carried out his 
specific directives in regards to 
baptism. They further contend 
that Peter may have required the 
Jews to be baptized in Jesus’ 
name so as to publicly announce 
and demonstrate their 
identification with the very 
Jesus Christ whom they had 
crucified. The corollary to this 
line of thinking is that Gentile 
believers did not and do not 
have to submit to this kind of 
baptism. In the final analysis, 
trinitarians ask, ‘“‘who are you 
going to obey - Jesus or Peter?” 
The conclusion is that, given a 
choice, one would be on safer 
ground to obey Jesus and be 
baptized in the name of the 
Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 


leadership. Despite their 
tongue-speaking and _ fancy 
dancing, God has given them 
over to a reprobated mind - 
Romans 1:28. They shine in the 
natural, but are spiritually 
DEAD. 


This type, if left to their own 
devices, will pull as much of the 
world into the church as they 
can get away with. Though some 
have fallen away from God 
through the deceitfulness of sin 
and their hearts have become 
hardened, there are others who 
have NEVER known the Lord. 
But thanks be to God, some who 
have not reached the reprobate 
stage, have truly repented, 
turned to God and moved out of 
this despicable class. 


Secondly, there are the “‘in the 
rut”? saints. These saints have 
been truly saved, but somewhere 
along the way they have lost 
their joy and grown lukewarm in 
their love for the Saviour. 


Continued on page 8 
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Bishop J. O. Patterson 
Presiding Bishop 
Church of God in Christ. 


Church of Good in Christ, Inc. 


International Headquarters 
Memphis, Cennessee 


Office of the Presiding Bishop 
Dear Saints: 


On March 7th, we observe Ash Wednesday, the first of 
the forty days leading to the celebration of the 
Resurrection Power demonstrated by our Blessed 
Saviour nearly two thousand years age. As we begin this 
most sacred time, I urge you to use it as a time of 
fasting, praying and self-evaluation. 


Oftimes we find ourselves caught up in the gala affairs 
promoted during the holiday seasons observed 
throughout the year. We become concerned about the 
styles, the social events, the new clothes and the like, 
however, that attitude and those actions should not ever 
be associated with those of us who are cognizant of the 
purpose for which these special days were set apart. 


In many countries around the world, Christians are 
observing the Lenten Season threugh self denial. I join 
these members of our Lord’s Family in this gesture. 
During the remainder of this season, if you have not 
already determined what your sacrifice will be, I ask 
you to join me in a daily prayer vigil for God to send 
revival to our country and throughout the world. I 
further ask that you pray for wisdom for our leaders 
and all who are in authority. Pray that they will rule 
honourably and in the fear of God. Pray for the sick and 
desponded, those who are less fortunate than others, the 
homeless and by all means those who are without God 
in their lives. 


As our Lord, Jesus Christ, gave Himself for us, we must 
likewise give of ourselves for our fellowman. We must 
give of our wealth , our warmth, our homes, our love, 
our faith, our understanding and our compassion. 


Lastly, let this Season be a time of special re-dedication 
to the Lord and the ministry He has assigned to you. My 
prayer are with you always for health prosperity and 
spiritual enrichment. 


Your Chief-servant, 


Ce i 


J. O. Patterson 
Presiding Bishop 
Church of God in Christ 
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HOW TO SHARE CHRIST WITH 


THE NOW GENERATION 


A decade ago when my own 
children were young and docile I 
gave “‘the answers” to a group of 
church leaders interested in 
youth: 1) know them, 2) love 
them, and 3) use them. 


Now that two of my children are 
teen-agers that simple program is 
far more difficult than I ever 
imagined. Just to understand 
them takes far more patience in 
listening than I had dreamed. 
And having heard so much for so 
long, I wonder if it will exhaust 
the resources of infinite grace to 
love them! What I once thought 
would challenge their creative 
activity insults their ambitions 
today. 


How do we make Christianity 
real to such a generation? 


Penetrate their culture 


Just as missionaries spend years 
of preparation and their first 
term on the field seeking to 


understand the language and 
culture of those to whom they 
would minister, we must labor 
to identify with the youth we 
would serve. Cultural 
understanding starts with seeing 
the dilemmas of modern man as 
expressed in the media of our 
time. It attempts to answer 
biblically the questions raised in 
today’s poetry, literature, 
television, art and music. 


A novelist who tells it so that 
the coming generation listens is 
Germany’s Gunter Grass. Grass’ 
somewhat typical experience is a 
parable of youth in many lands. 
“At the age of ten I was a 
member of the Hitler Cubs; 
when I was 14, I was enroiied in 
the Hitler Youth. At 15, I called 
myself an airforce atixiliary. At 
17, I was in the armored 
infantry.” 


Grass was wounded on April 20, 
1945. Shortly after the war’s 
end,.,he was one of the first 


WHAT IS SPIRITUALITY 


AND 


WHAT IT IS NOT? 


A Christian is a Christian 
because he is rightly related to 
Christ; but he that is spiritual 
because he is rightly related to 
the Spirit, in addition to his 
relation to Christ in salvation. It 
therefore follows that any 
attempt to discover the facts and 
conditions of true spirituality 
must be based upon a clear 
understanding of the Bible 
revelation concerning the Spirit 
in His possible relationship to 
man. 


It seems to be the LATEST 
DEVICE of Satan to CREATE 
CONFUSION concerning the 
WORK OF THE SPIRIT, and 
this confusion appears among 
the most PIOUS and EARNEST 
BELIEVERS. 


The New Testament is clear as to 
just what the SPIRIT would 
PRODUCE in, san FURL Y 
ADJUSTED life and all of this 
revelation TAKEN TOGETHER 
forms the Bible DEFINITION 


OF SPIRITUALITY. 


A SPIRITUAL CHRISTIAN is a 
SPIRIT-FILLED CHRISTIAN in 
whom the UNHINDERED 
SPIRIT is MANIFESTING 
CHRIST by PRODUCING A 
eR UypbiestC AGk WeSedAuN 
CHARACTER, which the 
“FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT” by 
energizing true Christian service 
through the EXERCISE of a 
“GIFT OF THE SPIRIT”: 


1. personal instruction on the 
Word of God. 


2. inspiring true praise and 
thanksgiving. 


3. leading the believer in an 
unbroken “walk in the Spirit.” 


4. actualizing in heart-ecstasy 
that which has been taken by 
faith concerning the positions 
and possessions in Christ. 


5. by inclining, illuminating and 


ELDER GEORGE DAVIS 
RECEIVES CITY’S HIGHEST HONOR 


To anyone at American Security 
who knows him, it would come 
as no surprise that on October 9, 
1983 George W. Davis, Jr., was 
honored by his church and 
community for over 30 years of 
dedicated service to both. 


First, to ‘recognize his faithful 
service at the local, state and 
national levels’ the Church of 
God in Christ presented Elder 
George Davis their highest 
award, the Special Achievement 
Award. The D. C. City Council 
then passed a_ resolution 
expressing the community’s 
gratitude to George Davis “for 
his devotion to improving the 
quality of life for all citizens of 
the District of Columbia and for 
his relentless efforts to help 
those in need.”’ And, to add to 
this momentous occasion, Mayor 
Marion Barry proclaimed 


October 9, 1983 as “George 
Davis Day in the District of 
Columbia.” 


‘“‘Tt was a very humbling 
experience,” said George W. 
Davis, aide to the Chairman and 
Man-a‘sie'® Zo'f=°B a nik 
Transportation, reflecting on the 
events of October 9. “No group 
of words are proper to express 
how I feel about my family and 
the many sacrifices they have 
made and are making in allowing 
me to be _ involved literally 
everywhere.” 


“T can think of no one more 
deserving than George Davis of 
the awards and appreciation he 
has received,” said W. Jarvis 
Moody, Chairman. 


“George has contributed so 
much to the company and the 


Germans to be marched through 
Dachau for a whiff of what the 
inferno was really like. Finally, 
he had to abandon the cause 
that had consumed his existence 
to that point. Returning to his 
hometown of Dazig, he found it, 
like his beliefs, in ruins-80% 
bombed out. Like the generation 
for which he speaks so vividly, 
he criticizes everything that is, 
without proposing a solution. He 
says, ‘““There is no answer.” 


We Christians claim to have the 
answer. But young people are 
not listening. We can hardly win 
them by scolding them, or 
posing as perfect people with 
lily-white hands. Neither can we 
force our hard-won convictions 
upon them in a 20-minute 
sermon. Rather, we must 1) 
treat them as adults who think 
for themselves, 2) invite titeir 
freso consideration of historic 
Christianity as they couside: 
other options, and 3) tequest 
that they make a decision for or 
against Christianity in terms of 
its consistent account of reality 
as it is. 


empowering the believer in the 
prayer of intercession. 


TRUE SPIRITUALITY is a 
SEVEN-FOLD manifestation of 
the Spirit IN and THROUGH 
the one who HE FILLS. It is a 
divine output of the life rather 
than a mere cessation of things 
which are called worldly. 


True Spirituality does not 
consist in what one does not do, 
it rather consists in what one 
DLO LERSa 4b riistorNiOck 
SEP RR ESo LON, . it, ts 
EXPRESSION. It is not holding 
in self, it is living out Christ. 


HOW MISLEADING is_ the 
theory that to be spiritual one 


must ABANDON PLAY, 
DIVERSION and HELPFUL 
RECREATION. Such a 


conception of spirituality is born 
of a morbid human conscience. 
It is FOREIGN to the Word of 
God. It is erroneous that 
SPIRITUALITY is opposed to 
JOY, LIBERTY and naturalness 
of expression in thought and life 
in the Spirit. 


Spirituality is not a PIOUS 
POSE. It is NOT A THOU 


community over the years. He 
has been a friend and counselor 
to employees all over the bank. I 
have tremendous respect for 
George. He is a _ devoted, 
conscientious employee and an 
exemplary human being.” 


Born in North Carolina, George 
Davis was drafted into the 
military and served in the army 
medical crops as a Medical 
Chaplain’s Assistant in both 
Germany and the U.S. After 
serving 2 years active duty, 
George completed the balance of 
his military obligation in the 


army reserve. Although his 
military responsibility was 
fulfilled, George elected to 


continue as an active reservist in 
the capacity of chaplain’s 
assistant for 23 years. While a 
member of the army reserve, 
George began his career with 


Emphasize doctrine of sin 


The younger generation has lost 
faith in political regimes, 
science, philosophy and religion. 
Its disenchantment is evident in 
novels, in art, and in the humor 
of the most popular TV shows. 
Unaware of the _ realistic 
implications of original sin and 
total depravity, young people 
expect too much from these. 
great endeavors of sin-tainted 
men. 


Like the prophets of old, we 
must speii out the implications 
of our doctrine of sin not only 
for other lands, but for our own. 
Total depravity means that the 
selfish, vindictive inclination of 
the burian heart affects not only 
man’s best polilical endeavors, 
but also his greatest intellectual 
achievements. Had the younger 
generation been sufficiently 
awaie Of that, they would never 
have hoped that science would 
resolve all our ills. The science 
Gie thoughi to be the messiah to 
build utopia on earth now 
thieaicos to destroy mankind 


SHALT not; it is THOU SHALT. 
It flings open the doors into the 
eternal blessedness, energies and 
resources of God. IT IS A 
SERIOUS THING TO REMOVE 
the ELEMENT of 
RELAXATION and PLAY from 
any life. 


We cannot be normal physically, 
mentally, or spiritually if we 
neglect this total factor in 
human life. God has provided 
that our joy shall be full. 


It is the Spirit’s work to produce 
in the believer a life which is 
heavenly in character. 
Spirituality is not gained by 
struggle it is to be a claimed. 


It is not imitation of a heavenly 
ideal; it is the imparation of the 
divine power which alone can 
realize ideal. 


“The letter killeth, but the Spirit 
giveth life.”’ Written word reveals 
the character of the Spiritual life 
and exhorts to its fulfillment. 
But it as faithfully reveals that 
the life can be lived only by the 
in-wrought power of God. We 
are to serve in newness of spirit 
and not in the oldness of the 


“It’s a pleasure to serve and anything less than my best is a sin.” 


American Security ‘working the 
graveyard shift (12 midnight to 
7 am.) in the maintenance 
department while going to 
school.’ In 1958, he _ was 
promoted to Supply Room 
driver. And in 1959, then 
President Robert Baker was so 
impressed with the young man 
in maintenance who came to 
work with ‘shined shoes and 
necktie’ that he decided to have 
him come work in the executive 
office as a driver for both he and 
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from the earth. 


However appealing their favorite 
college prof, youth should know 
that he has a sinful nature. They 
should know also, in spite of 
sophomorish enthusiasms, that 
his field is not going to resolve 
all the world’s problems as soon 
as his next book is published. 
They should not expect too 
much from philosophers and 
theologians. They must know 
that the best efforts of the best 
men in the best schools are going 
to fall short of God’s ideal. 


Furthermore, they will not 
suffer from the illusion that 
things will be essentially 


different when they run the 
establishment. The same can be 
said of our churches. For 
although Christians have a new 
nature, the old remains to plague 
every effort put forth even in 
behalf of the best causes. 


Young people informed of the 
implications of historic 
Christianity’s doctrine of sin will 
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letter. 


There is little blessing for any 
Christian until he abandons the 
principles of living by rules and 
learns to walk by the Spirit in 
God ordained liberty, and in 
fresh, unbroken fellowship with 
his Lord. The divine precepts 
will then be kept by the power 
of God. 


Christian growth and the deeper 
knowledge of the truth are to be 
distinguished from spirituality. 
It is possible to be filled with the 
Spirit when immature in growth 
experience and understanding. 


Christian growth is 
conditioned on the: 


largely 


1. Study of the Word 
2. Prayer 
3. Service 


While spirituality does not wait 
on these things, but is 
conditioned upon immediate 
adjustments to the Spirit. Since 
the Spirit is always our teacher it 
is imperative that we always 
remain teachable. 


CONTINUE NEXT ISSUE 


Chairman Daniel W. Bell. 
Because of Davis’ desire for 
greater responsibility, the 


position was never limited to 
executive driver. Under 
Chairman Baker, George was 
promoted to Executive Aide to 
the Chairman and as he 
remembers, “Mr. Baker told me 
‘do whatever you can for the 


bank but leave time for me’. 
Later, as the need for bank 
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NEWS AROUND Pins GILOBs 


SHIPMENTS OF ARABIC 
BIBLES NOW HEADING 
FOR MIDEAST AND N. 
AFRICA 


NEW YORK, NY (ABS) - 
Shipments of 5,900 Arabic 
Bibles are now on their way to 
the Middle East and North 
Africa from Korea to help meet 
a growing demand for God’s 
Word throughout the region, the 
American Bible Society reports. 


Americans who are supporting 
the Bible cause helped make the 
production and _ forthcoming 
distribution of these Scriptures 
possible. 


Further cargoes, totalling over 
19,000 New Testaments in a 


recent Arabic translation, 
together with a consignment of 
Bibles, are also awaiting 


shipment to points within the 
area. 


Some of the Scriptures are for 
delivery to Egypt where there is 
an awakening interest in the 
Word of God. A number of rural 
churches run summer youth 
programs with the same goals as 
America’s Vacation Bible 
Schools and need Scriptures for 
their young people. 


Other youngsters are coming to 
know the Gospel message 
through Bible Society contests 
in which they are rewarded with 
a Bible or Testament. 


Some Bibles are destined for 
Lebanon, where people are 
looking for stability in the midst 
of current uncertainties. There is 
a total commitment to supply 
Lebanon with over 3 million 
copies in 1983. 


The remainder of the Arabic 
Bibles are destined for 
distribution in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 


Korea was selected by the Bible 
Society to produce these books 
because it can tur out top 
quality work at economical 
prices. 


The American Bible Society was 
founded 167 years ago to make 
the Word of God accessible to 
people everywhere. 


THE WORD MUST GO 
THROUGH, DESPITE 
LEBANON FIGHTING 


NEW YORK, NY (ABS) -- 
Despite the nightmarish quality 
of life in Lebanon today, the 
work of Scripture distribution 
goes on, reports the American 
Bible Society. 


The recent heavy fighting did 
not disrupt the summer 
campaigns. Some parts of the 
country could not be reached, of 
course, but the Bible Society 
was able to undertake the 
sharing of the printed Word of 
God. 


Volunteers are continuing the 
work that was begun, going door 
to door with Scriptures, and 
they have pledged to continue 
another twelve months. 


For over a century and a half the 
American Bible Society has been 


helping with the worldwide 


sharing of the Word, often in 
places where it is needed to 
bring comfort and support to 
people under great duress. 


REFUGEES IN EL SALVADOR 
COMFORTED BY WORD OF 
GOD 


NEW YORK, NY (ABS) -- “We 
really feel the refugees are 
finding a new hope and reason 
for living through the reading of 
God’s Word.” 


Those words of hope come from 
the Reverend Raul Duron, in 
charge of Bible Society work in 
El Salvador, based on first hand 
experience of taking the 
Scriptures to the homeless 
families who are forced by the 
fighting to live in the camps. 


He writes American Bible 
Society colleagues that over 
5,000 New Testaments have 
been distributed, along with 
25,000 Selections and Special 
Scriptures in the New Reader 
Series. 


“T visited the ‘Las Canas’ camp 
40 kilometres from the capital, 
at the foot of the Guazapa 
volcano, in order to hand out 
500 of the Testaments to 
families who have had to leave 
their homes because of daily 
combat during the past three 
years.” 


Reverend Duron stresses that 
still more Scriptures are needed 
to help ease the anguish of the 
refugees, and pledges to 
continue taking the Light of the 
Word to them. 


ABS is a _ partner with its 
brothers and sisters in El 
Salvador in making it possible to 
share the Word with people in 
their own language. 


GOSPEL LIGHT STOPS 
““‘KILLING” OF BIBLE 
WORKERS 


NEW YORK, NY (ABS) -- Bible 
workers have become used to 
the jubilation that greets a new 
Bible translation in some places, 
but two of them report to the 
American Bible Society that 
they got more than _ they 
bargained for in Papua New 
Guinea. 


Maurice Harvey of the United 
Bible Societies writes that he 
and Sir Ravu Henao, general 
secretary of the Bible Society of 
Papua New Guinea, were 
accorded the customary 
welcome by the Toraipi tribal 
people who this November plan 
to dedicate the first Bible in 
their own language. 


When the two landed in a small 
plane on the grass _ airstrip 
alongside the Toraipi village, out 
came the traditional warrior 
party to ‘‘frighten” them 
off--and, as Harvey describes it, 
nearly scares the daylights out of 
them. 


“That was the only occasion 
that I can remember when I 
couldn’t bring myself to take a 
photograph because of 
fear--besides which a couple of 
half-naked warriors were trying 


to take my camera bag from 
me.” 


“They were all armed to the 
teeth, shouting their heads off 
and trying to drive us away. The 
pilot of the plane scrambled 
back inside and tried to take off 
again.” 


Fortunately, it was at this point 
that the “peace party” arrived 
led by the chief. He hung a 
basket around Harvey’s neck to 
show the visitor had his 
protection. The whole episode 
was merely a ceremonial display. 


The chief, in dramatic fashion, 
explained that if it had not been 
for the Gospel which brought 
light into their souls, the 
Toraipis would have really killed 
their visitors as they did in the 
old days. 


The Toraipis have had to wait 
100 years for the Bible since the 
Gospel first reached them. Only 
now has it been possible to 
complete a translation into their 
own language. And it took 10 
years to do so. 


Dr. Herbert Brown, along with 
leaders of the United Church 
Papua New Guinea and Solomon 
Islands, undertook the task with 
guidance from the Bible Society. 


Now the Bible Society is helping 
underwrite the printing and 
distribution of the Toraipi Bible, 
in part made possible by gifts to 
the American Bible Society. 


Since shortly after it was 
founded in 1816, ABS has been 
helping to bring the Word to 
people in their own language all 
over the world. 


CHURCHES OF GOD IN 
CHRIST 
WYOMING JURISDICTION 


Bishop A. W. Martin, 
Jurisdictional Bishop, 
Mother Dorthy Lillian 
Brown, State Supervisor, 
State Chairman & Executive 
Secretary, S. S. 
Superintendent, A. A. 
Nubine 


Under the administration of 
Bishop A. W. Martin, The 43rd. 
Holy Convocation was held at 
Holy Temple Church of God in 
Christ, at 5th and O’Neil Street, 
Cheyenne, Wyoming. Elder C. A. 
Nubine, Host Pastor. The Lord 
did bless and many souls were 
saved and reclaimed. All the 
pastor’s of the city fellowshiped 
with us, a packed house each 
night, Bible school and prayer 
each day. Our meeting was 
graced with the presence of 
saints from Kansas, Colorado, 
and Nebraska. Elder and Sister 
E. Perkins, from Grand Island, 
Nebraska was with us all the 
week. Mother Martha C. Walker 
of Wichita, Kansas our Interim 
Mother, since the Home Going 
of our Beloved Mother, Mother 
Hattie Patterson, We love you 
Mother. 


As we continue to carry on the 
work that the Lord has given us 
in this great State, under the 


BIBLE SOCIETIES FIND 
BOOK FAIRS ANOTHER WAY 
TO SPREAD THE WORD 


NEW YORK, NY (ABS) - 
Publishers increasingly look to 
book fairs to keep the public 
abreast of what’s new on their 
lists. And nowadays Bible 
Societies are helping make 
people at these fairs aware of the 
“storehouse of riches” the Bible 
Societies have to offer at such 
little cost. 


Three Societies recently took 
space at book fairs to display 
their extensive ranges of 
Scripture, in many varied 
formats, reports the American 
Bible Society, long itself a leader 
in creating new Scripture 
formats for every situation. 


At the book fair in Tegucigalpa, 
Honduras, this September, 
volunteers took turns at the 
Bible Society’s booth, while 
earlier in 1983, the Bible Society 
in Israel exhibited Scriptures in 
over 130 languages at the 
International Book Fair in 
Jerusalem. The Society told 
visitors that it had Scriptures 
readily available in 45 of those 
languages in Israel. 


Copies of the truth that makes 
people free were a major item at 
Hungary’s huge National Book 
Week in June, with the 
Hungarian Bible Council and 
several churches allocated a 
choice spot at a _ busy 
intersection in Budapest to 
display their range. 


ABS is a partner with Bible 
Societies in over 150 countries 
to make the Word available in 
everyone’s language, and_ it 
constantly looks for new ways 
to channel the Scriptures. 


leadership of our _ illustrious 
Bishop, he has appointed to us 
another Mother, in this 
convocation Mother Dorthy 
Lillian Brown. Mother Brown 
has worked in this state for 
many years with Bishop Martin 
and Mother Patterson. 


Elder Milton Ganison, Pastor of 
New Kingdom C.0.G.1.C., Choir 
led by District Missionary 
(Cheyenne District) Shirley 
Ganison sang “Go To God in 
Prayer’’ until it seemed as if the 
entire house went up in praise to 
the Lord. They have a right to 
praise the Lord, because He has 
blessed them with a corner lot. 
They are planning on building a 
house of worship from the 
ground up, Thank You Jesus. 


Elder S. Younger and his wife 
are working diligently to 
remodel the Church in Laramie, 
Wyoming. Elder Paul Nave, one 
of the Pastor’s of Wyoming 
brought up a bus load of people 
from Colorado with Mrs. Nave 
and (Casper District Missionary) 
A Raden. Bis a5..S: 
Superintendent, Minister Gibson 
was licensed by our Bishop along 
with the Ordination of Minister 
Thomas. 


The Saints, one hundred of them 
enjoyed a lovely sit down 
dinner, Roast Baron of Beef, 
Turkey and dressing and all the 
trimmings, at the home of Mr. 


and Mrs. Robert K. Stinner, Sr. 
This dinner is given yearly in 
honor of our Honorable Bishop, 
by all the Saints of Wyoming. 


Y.P.W.W. President, Elder 
Kenneth L. Davis and State 
Chairlady, Missionary Emily 
Lockhart presented the Bishop 
with the official Jurisdictional 
Bishop’s Cross and Chain. 
Mother Dorthy Lillian Brown 
presented him with his official 
black robe and two stoles. 


“Big Wonderful Wyoming A 
Land, A People And A Dream” 


Yours For A Greater Wyoming, 
Bishop A. W. Martin, 
Jurisdictional Bishop 

State Recording Secretary, 
Missionary Iona Nora Stinner 
Mrs. Robert K. Stinner, Sr. 


NEW HOPE CHURCH OF 


GOD IN CHRIST 


To the Chureh of God in Christ, 
God loves His saints and want us 
to love one another. 


Holy Greetings from New Hope 
Church of God in Christ 285 
Masten Ave. Buffalo, New York. 


My beloved sisters and brothers, 
God has allowed us to be joined 
together in the Unity of His 
Church, he has given us also a clean 
heart and a new mind so that 
our love for him will also include 
each other, not only just our 
love ones, but our family in 
Jesus Christ with the Unity in 
God our Father and the love and 
concern that we have for our 
family in Christ Jesus. 


All things are possible we need 
each other ahd we certainly need 
God’s help. Saints, I thank God 
for my sisters and brothers at 
New Hope COGIC for God has 
shown me that truly where there is 
Unity there is strength, 
sometime it is hard for us to 
conquer a situation where we 
need the help and support of 
each other. Just a few days ago 
God gave me a chance to 
experience this need it is 
necessary for the saints to have 
this unity. 


Every word of God is right and 
that’s where two or three are 
gathered together he is there in the 
midst. He wants us to stand on 
His Word and never doubt his 
Words, and stand there with 
faith. 


The Saints need to declare 
victory over the devil’s trickery. 
For sickness and disease, have 
come upon our immediate 
families and friends, this letter is 
to you, my family in Christ this 
concerns a young man of my 
immediate family who is at the 
age of (21) years and the 
sickness that the devil had tried 
to give him. His disease were 
many and when he was confined 
to the hospital he had nothing in 
his favor. 


One of these diseases could have 
cost him his life for he was 
stricken with (7) different 
illnesses and was admitted in the 
hospital on this one particular 
Sunday morning and on 
Wednesday, the day after he was 
immediately rushed to the 
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IN MEMORY OF 
Reverend E. M. Thompson 


Reverend E. M. Thompson, 70, 
passed away in early summer, 
1983. Rev. Thompson was born 
February 2, 1913, in Eufala, 
Oklahoma. He was the son of 
Rev. Armal and _ Lillie 
Thompson. 


Rev. Thompson had been the 
founder and pastor of the 
mother church, Emmanuel 
Chapel Church of God in Christ, 
in Kalamazoo, Michigan for 36 
years. During his ministry he 
also served as_ District 
Superintendent of the Church of 
God in Christ; National Video 
Recorder; and as an Official in 
the Public Relations 
Department. 


Rev. Thompson is survived by 
his wife, Marjorie; four sons: 
Arthur, Emmanuel, Marvin, and 


IN LOVING MEMORY 
of 
Mrs. Ollie C. Hudson 


“The Lord is My Shepherd I 
Shall Not Want.” 


LIFE EPITOME 
Sunrise — June 17, 1908 
Place — Merrick, Okla. 


Parents — The Late Mr. and Mrs. 
Henry Mayberry 


Education — McKinley School 


Marriage — Mr. Edward Hudson, 
Nov. 17, 1926 


Affiliation — Faith Temple 
C.0.G.LC., Guthrie, Okla. 


Sunset — Fri., Sept. 23, 1983 


Place — Logan County Health 
Center 


Survivors 
Husband — Edward Hudson 


Two daughters — June 


Tittsworth & Edna Buford 
One Son — John H. Hudson 


Two Sisters — Sennie Jones, 
Myrtle Warren 


One Brother — Elmer Mayberry 
Grand Children, Nieces, 
Nephews, Adopted and Other 


Relatives and Friends 


Organist — Terry James 


DEATH NOTICES 
AND 
MEMORIALS 


Donald; three brothers: Samuel, 


Daniel, and Joel; one sister: 
Ruth Green; ten grandchildren 
and a host of other relatives. The 
church mission is now under the 
direction of his youngest son, 
Dr. Donald E. Thompson. 


A TRIBUTE 


Farewell to A “GRAND” Lady 
To Close the eyes, to fall Asleep 
To draw a labored Breath 

To find release from daily Cares 
In what we know as death. 


After spending approximately 
661,104 hours on planet earth 
Mama or “Ollie” as she was 
affectionately called answered 
the Celestial Call on Sept. 23rd 
to join Alice, Katie, Annie 
Levada, Ossie Mae, Eld. Jesse 
Jones and other loved ones. Our 
minds flashed back to her 
favorite poem to them. “Should 
you go first and I remain to walk 
the road alone, I’ll live in 
memory’s garden dears, with 
Happy days weve known! 
Mama, we really appreciate you 
for always giving us the very 
best. Also, the many adopted 
sisters and brothers of all Creeds 
you cared for —Brave and true 
—loving us whatever we’d do! 


Life? She’d give it gladly, too, 
for the dreams we’d pursue. The 
things in our lives that are 
worthy were bom in our 
Mother’s breast and breathed 
into ours by the magic of the 
love her life expressed! We know 
it’s not good bye Mama; you’ve 
only moved to a Better home. 
We'll try to meet you there 
when our joumey’s done — 
There in your Brand new home. 
We all love you! 


Farewell GRAND LADY, 
From “Papa” and the Family 
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2. “I Shall Not Want.” Sheep 
cared for by a good shepherd 
lacks no attention. Seek ye first 
the Kingdom of Heaven and His 
righteousness. Psalm 34:10 says, 
“They that seek the Lord shall 
not want for any good thing.” 
Philippians says, “My God shall 
supply all your needs according 
to his riches in glory.” Don’t 
look at the bigness of your 
needs, but look at the bigness of 
your God. 


3. “He Maketh Me To Lie Down 
In Green Pastures.” Sheep will 
not lie down unless their hunger 
is satisfied, and they are free 
from flies, parasities and fear. 


4. “He Leadeth Me Beside The 
Still Waters.’ A sheep is afraid 
of running water. They are poor 
swimmers and can easily drown. 
If they are not watched, they 
will drink from_ polluted 
potholes, and pick up diseased 
germs. The shepherd will take 
the flock to calm waters; when 
sheep can see the still reflection 
of themselves it calms _ their 
nerves. 


5. “He Restoreth My Soul.” We 
are often discouraged, 
frustrated, and cast down. David 
said in Psalm 42:11, ‘‘Why art 
thou cast down, O My Soul?” 
“And Why Art thou disquieted 
with in me?” A sheep cast down 
(falls on his back) if the weather 
is hot and he’s weary he cannot 
get up by himself. It must be 
rescued within a few hours or it 
will die. 


6. “He Leadeth Me In The Path 
Of Righteousness For His Name 
Sake.” Sheep have no sense of 
direction, they will ruin a 
pasture by gnawing on the same 
grass until the roots are 
damaged. David knew _ the 
heartbreak that comes from 
following the wrong path. Isaiah 
53:6 says “All we like sheep 
have gone astray.’”’ We have 
turned everyone to his own way. 


7. “Yea Though I Walk Through 
The Valley Of The Shadow Of 
Death, I Will Fear No Evil, For 
Thou Art With Me.” In the 
summer the shepherd takes the 
sheep on long treks to remote 
meadows high up in_ the 
mountains, through valleys, in 
deep ravines, and gulches. The 
best way to these tablelands are 
through the valleys. There they 
will find better grazing, clear 
water, and forage. Outside of 
Bethlehem there is a place called 
“The Valley Of The Shadow Of 
Death.” It is 12 to 14 feet in its 
widest part and 14 to 16 inches 
across in its narrowest part. The 
sheep must go through one at a 
time, but first the shepherd goes 
in and examine the crevices. This 
is to make sure no wild animals 
or serpents are lurking there to 
pounce upon the sheep. We all 
must go through the Valley of 
the shadow of death and will 
face loneliness, illness, inner 
conflict, and danger. The 
Christians are able to face that 
last valley without fear knowing 
that Jesus will be there to lead 
them. He said “‘I will never leave 
thee nor forsake thee.” Notice 


READER’S WRITE 


“THE GOOD SHEPHARD” 
by 
Eld. S. D. Baxter 


the Psalmist 


calls it “The 
Shadow Of Death.” Jesus paid 
the price for our sins on the 
cross, he gained victory over 
death and death is only a 
shadow. We have nothing to 
fear, it is only a valley, not of 
death, but the shadow of death 
to a Christian. It is merely the 
door that leads to eternal life. 


8. “Thy Rod and Thy Staff they 
comfort Me.” The Sheperd’s 
Rod is a heavy club like, two to 
three feet long. He has a sling, if 
the shepherd sees a_ sheep 
wandering away or getting too 
close to poisoneous weeds, he 
sends his sling flying through the 
air to make the wayward sheep 
scurry back to the flock. He also 
uses the rod to part the fleece 
looking for wounds, disease, or 
other defects of the skin and 
also with the rod the shepherd 
beats off any enemy that 
threatens him or the sheep, 
eagles, wolves, snakes, bears, etc. 
This gives comfort and security 
to the sheep. The rod _ has 
authority, it gave the Israelites 
assurance and hope. For us 
today, the word of God is the 
authority. The staff is a symbol 
of kindness and compassion of 
the Spirit of God. The staff is a 
long slender stick with a crook 
on one end, with it the shepherd 
guides the sheep into new paths 
or through gates and snould a 
careless sheep get stuck in the 
brambles or fall into a crevice, 
the shepherd will reach out with 
the crook and gently pull it up. 
The staff also aids the tired 
shepherd. He leans on it for 
support during the long weary 
treks with the sheep. Sheep 
through stubborness get caught 
in brambles. How often we to 
insist upon having our own way 
only to get caught in the 
brambles of life. When we 
cannot free ourselves, we appeal 
to the shepherd and he draws 
near to lift us with his staff of 
compassion. 


9. “Thou Preparest The Table 
before me in the presence of 
mine enemy.” David was talking 
about a place called ‘The 
Masas” or the “Tablelands” of 
the mountain country of the 
summer ranges. The good 
shepherd will examine the area 
before leading his sheep there. 
He will hoe out the thorns and 
poisionous weeds and clear out 
the dangerous snakes. He will do 
his best to prepare a safe place 
for the sheep. This does not 
mean they will have no 
problems, for there are storms, 
wolves can attack, etc. But the 
shepherd who worked hard to 
prepare the table for his sheep 
will be there to protect them. 
The only safe place is by the 
shepherd’s side. Christ is our 
refuge, let us walk close to him. 


10. “Thou Anointest My Head 
With Oil.” Insects torment sheep 
in the summer time especially 
the Gad fly, these small flies 
drive the sheep to destraction, 
they even cause them to panic, 
stamp their feet, duck their 
head. They buzz about the 
sheep’s head in an effort to 
deposit their eggs on the mucus 
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membrane of the nasal passage. 
This causes severe inflamation to 
the sheep, so periodically the 
shepherd applies (anoint) OIL to 
the sheep’s head and nose to 
protect them from these flies. 
This gives relief to the sheep and 
calm them. In the Bible olive oil 
is a symbol of the Holy Ghost. 
We need his periodic anointing 
to counter act daily annoyances 
and attacks of worry, doubt, and 
fear. If we pray and ask God to 
anoint us with His Holy Spirit, it 
will purge us from the worlds 
contamination. 


11. “My Cup Runneth Over.” 
The shepherd had a two-handled 
skin cup. For his sheep which he 
filled from an earthen jar where 
the water was kept cool by 
evaporation. Holding the cup 
beneath the muzzle of a fever, 
weary sheep at the end of the 
day. He lets it drink until it was 
cooled and satisfied. For us 
today Jesus is the over flowing 
cup, St. John 4:14 said 
whosoever drinketh of the water 
that I shall give him shall never 
thirst, but the water that I shall 
give him shall be in him a well of 
water springing up _ into 
everlasting life. 


12. “Surely, Goodness And 
Mercy Shall Follow Me All The 
Days Of My Life.” The faithful 
shepherd exercises goodness and 
mercy toward his sheep. 


13. “And I Will Dwell In The 
House Of The Lord Forever.” 
After spending the summer in 
the meadow of the high country, 
the shepherd brings his flock 
back down the mountain to 
their permanent dwelling place, 
“The Home Ranch.” So it is 
with the Saints of God, we are 
but pilgrims in this world until 
our Master choose to call us 
home. St. John 14: says “In My 
Fathers house are many 
Mansions’’ and someday 
somewhere, if we follow the 
good shepherd, we will dwell in 
the presence of God forever. 


To the Elders which are among 
you I exhort, whom also am an 
Elder, and a witness of the 
sufferings of Christ, and also a 
partaker of the Glory that shall 
be revealed. Feed the flock of 
God which is among you taking 
the oversight thereof not by 
constraint, but willingly, not for 
filty lucre, but of a ready mind. 
When the chief Shepherd shall 
appear, ye shall receive a crown 
of glory that fadeth not away. 


Eld. Solomon D. Baxter 
Gainesville, Texas 
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not imagine that they can retreat 
from the establishment and find 
utopia by returning to nature. 
Remembering that nature is 
cursed, they know it will require 
the sweat of their brows to eke 
out an existence from it. Created 
to live with others in a 
populated globe, they will find 
solitary existence unbearable. 
But when they establish their 
ideal commune with others they 
will soon face the truth of 
Thomas Hobbes’ observation 
that life in a state of nature is 
“nasty, brutish and short.” Sin is 
within us and it is here to stay. 


And we adults must call the 
efforts of the establishment, 
insofar as they are selfish, 
prejudiced, and covetous, what 
God calls them-sinful. We must 
pronounce judgment upon them 
as did the prophets of old. We 
must follow the example of 
Jeremiah and Paul and warm our 
land, as Francis Schaeffer has 
done, that there is Death in the 
City. 


In many respects our young 
people have just basis for 
disenchantment with our 
establishment. But they need to 
know that their hope does not 
lie in taking personal vengeance 
upon <ity »HOPE: *liesin 
summoning its members and 
leaders to repentance, “a 
repentance not to be repented 
of” (II Cor. 7:10). 


A greater amplification of the 
doctrines of original sin and 
total depravity in our teaching 
will help the disillusioned 
generation to see how Christian 
doctrine squares with 
experience. Seeing the truth of 
the Gospel, the Holy Spirit may 
convict them of their own sin, 
and they may confess Christ and 
develop a mature perspective 
and a realistic approach to life’s 
experiences. 


Learn to feel deeply 


Descartes’ generation said, “I 
think, therefore I am.” The 
present generation says, “I feel, 
therefore I am.” Parents and 
pastors, highly motivated 
throughout their lives to achieve 
his highest grades and _ the 
greatest success, find it hard to 
empathize with young people 
who find all that sterile. 


Young people are easily bored 
with mere words, but they come 
alive to intense combinations of 
sights and sounds produced by 
multi-media. Undoubtedly, 
church leaders with vision will 
utilize the creativity of the 
young in presenting the Gospel 
more effectively in the future. 
Even more important, however, 
will be the authentic feelings of 
the participants. 


I asked James Sire, editor for 
Inter- Varsity Press, the secret of 
Francis Schaeffer’s success, His 
answer was, “The man.” He not 
only thinks clearly and 
accomplishes remarkable things, 
but feels deeply. With pathos in 
his voice I have heard him say: 
“We must tear away the atheist’s 
defenses: rip off the roof, break 
down the walls, tear off his 
clothes and leave him naked 
against the blizzards of life 
‘without God until he sees his 
need of faith in the historical 


Christ.” 


To reach the feeling generation 
we need something of the 
empathy Paul had as he wrote to 
Corinth “out of much affliction 
and anguish of heart and with 
many tears’ (II Cor. 2:24). We 
shall come closer to reaching our 
youth when we feel toward 
them what God felt for Israel: 
“In all their affliction he was 
afflicted...In his love and in his 
pity he redeemed them...’ (Isa. 
63:9). 


A sound doctrine of man shows, 
however, that neither the 
problem nor the cure is in 
emotions alone. Each man is an 
individual with one heart. The 
unity of a single man means that 
his emotions cannot long be 
divorced from his will and 
intellect. The feeling generation 
has already been forced to ask 
how the will can best get things 
done and what the mind 
indicates is the wisest course to 
follow. Without these 
accompanying factors the 
emotions can be the instrument 
of sinful hypocrisy as easily as 
ever the intellect or will were. 
For the emotions, as well as 
intellect and will, are inclined to 
evil. 


But let us demonstrate that 
Christianity offers more than 
words. Let us show that it offers 
full-orbed life of feeling as well 
as truth and purpose. 


The highest values of youth in 
the 80’s are not financial 
security, popularity, or success. 
The “‘beautiful people” are those 
who can relate openly and 
warmly to other people. 


Young people feel trapped in an 
impersonal world and a 
computerized society. Nothing 
makes them more angry than to 
feel their education is processing 
them to take their place in an 
inhuman society. Parents, 
pastors and _ teachers are 
indentified with that unfriendly, 
impersonal establishment which 


crushes everything creatively 
human. 
Christians can have a strong 


point of contact here. Man as 
the Christian sees him is not a 
purposeless coincidence. Even in 
his fallen condition man remains 
the creature of God. The image 
of God in man is defaced, but 
not destroyed. Unsaved man is 
not lost in the existentialist’s or 
Zen Buddhist’s nothingness, but 
separated from his Creator. 
Potentially, however, he may 
become a Christian, a moral and 
spiritual child of God. So 
Christians are concerned for all 
men. 


Biblically informed, we must 
agree with the younger 
generation that institutions are 
made for man, not man for 
institutions. Jesus made this 
clear even in _ relation to 
observance of the fourth 
commandment concerming the 
Sabbath. And He pointed out 
that if a man gained the whole 
world but lost his own soul, he 
made a bad bargain. 


It is all-important from God’s 
point of view that a young 
person be himself. But which 
self? The self as born of the 
flesh, or the self born of the 
Spirit? Humanism cannot 


overlook man’s beastly 
potential. Christianity provides 
the power of regeneration for 
person to become the highest 
and best person possible. 


Christianity not only provides 
the answer to the identify crisis 
but also to the younger 
generation’s desire to do its own 
thing. The Christian has not only 
been created and regenerated by 
God, but gifted by the Lord to 
do something significant for the 
edification of the church and the 
service of the world. 


When we contact young people 
on a person-to-person basis, we 
must show them that the church 
does not ask them to give up 
their humanness. Rather, the 
church shows youth how to 
overcome the sin which destroys 
their humanity and helps them 
to come alive to their fullest 
potential. It must make a serious 
attempt to help each member 
discover his gift and to 
encourage him to use it. 


Christians in our churches and 
schools must show in the 80’s 
whether they really care for 
people more than the humanists: 


We speak to a generation that is 
tired of hypocrisy and 
superficiality. It wants reality; 
and it wants in now. It is so 
preoccupied with the present 
that it is cut off from the past 
and has little hope for the 
future. 


Many Christians know the 
historic doctrines of the faith, 
but draw attention only to the 
past or to the future. If we are 
to reach the now generation 
with a message 2,000 years old, 
we must show how it makes a 
difference here and how in our 
lives and our institutions. 


Think of the “happenings” in 
the minds of Peter’s audience on 
the day of Pentecost. Backing up 
his Spirit-filled, biblical message 
were the vivid events of Christ’s 
crucifixion, resurrection, 
ascension, and of the Holy 
Spirit’s descent. Our biblical 
messages to the youth will 
“take” better if authenticated 
by some evident contemporary 
conversions, victories over 
temptation, reconciled homes, 
and other answers to prayer. Our 
challenge is not to change the 
historic Christian message, but 
to display it more dynamically 
in daily “‘happenings.”’ 


We must act now. 


Historic Christianity demands 
personal respect now. Both 
generations are creatures of God, 
made in His image. 


Historic Christianity also 
demands forgiveness now. Both 
generations must confess in 
varying measures to arrogance, 
impatience, pride and violence. 
Both are summoned by the 
Scriptures to forgive as they are 
forgiven (Eph. 4:32). 


Historic Christianity demands 
faith now. Neither generation 
has anything of which to boast 
before God’s absolute 
righteousness. The hope of 
neither is in self-justification. 
“The just shall live by faith.” 


Historic Christianity also 
demands love now. The 
Scriptures make it very concrete. 


On the one hand, older 
Christians are not to sharply to 
rebuke younger men and 
women, but treat them as 
brothers and sisters. On the 
other hand, younger Christians 
are not to sharply to rebuke 
older men and women, but treat 
them as fathers and mothers (I 
Tim. 5:15— 2). Such) loving 
acceptance of one another is not 
conditioned upon each person 
being all that he ought to be. 


Many material and social 
improvements may not be 
possible immediately. But by the 
Holy Spirit’s power we can 
achieve greater respect, 
forgiveness, faith and love now. 
That will close the generation 
gap. Let it be concrete, let it be 
vivid, let it be personal, and let it 
be not! 


Dr. Lewis is professor of 
systematic theology and 
Christian philosophy at 
Conservative Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Denver, Colo. He is 
author of Decide for Yourself 
and Think for Yourself 
(InterVarsity), theological 
workbooks which pose major 
questions and list the options 
and evidence to help each reader 
judge for himself. 


GREATER MITCHELL 
COGIC APPRECIATES 
WORTHY PASTOR 


We, the members of the Greater 
Mitchell Cogic have just 
completed the 1st Appreciation 
Services held in honor of our 
devoted pastor and his lovely 
wife, Pastor and Mrs. John H. 
Sheard. The services were held 
from Tuesday, November 1 
through Sunday, November 6, 
each service featured 
outstanding guest such as, Elder 
Willie B. Jackson, Elder Willie E. 
Sheard, Supt. Cecil Boyd, Eld. 
W. C. Cook, Dr. Roger L. Jones, 
Dr. Willie L. Harris, Elder Isaac 
King and their congregations. 
Many others attended these 
great services such as Mother 
Mary L. Belvin and Evang. C. H. 
Butler, just to mention a few. 
The Holy Spirit met us in a 
powerful way in each service. 


God has truly blessed this 
church since Eld. Sheard was 
appointed pastor on January 10, 
1982. At that time Mitchell 
Street COGIC, which was 
located on Detroit’s eastside, 
had 6 or 7 active members and a 
treasury of $60.00 in the red. 
Within six months Eld. Sheard’s 
dynamic ministry had drawn 
people, old and young, causing 
the church to need larger 
quarters. At first, Eld. Sheard 
considered building on-to the 
original church, but because of 
the rapid growth, Eld. Sheard 
found a new church, one valued 
at over $200,000.00. Since that 
time, the church, rechristianed 
Greater Mitchell COGIC, has 
experienced phenomenal 
growth, the membership now 
approaching 275. 


Pastor Sheard is a _ unique 
individual. His charisma has 
attracted people of all ages and 
persuasions. He takes time to 
recognize people at individuals, 
from the Mother’s Board to the 


Cradle Roll. His profound 
teaching ability waters the 
thirsty souls of his _ flock, 


stimulating the young people to 


new depth in Christ, new heights 
in faith, and a fervent desire to 
tell others in need to “come and 
see’’ Greater Mitchell’s 
God-given leader. 


Sis. Willie Mae Sheard, the wife 
of our pastor is a great asset to 
his ministry. She takes time out 
with the young people and 
demonstrates genuine concern 
and care for each member. She is 
a perfect example for the young 
women in the church and has 
been noted for years as a true 
churchworker. 


God has blessed Greater Mitchell 
because of this great man and his 
lovely wife. Who can tell where 
God will lead him one thing we 
do know...God’s not finish with 
him yet. 


THE DAWN OF A NEW 
DAY 


The northern area of East 
Louisiana Jurisdiction under the 
progressive leadership of Bishop 
W. K. Gordon hosted an 
inspiring, rededication three day 
fellowship service in Winnfield, 
Louisiana, Sept. 12-14, 1983. 
Our amiable host pastor, 2nd 
Administrative Assistant Supt. 
John Feltus welcomed delegates 
and extended cordial 
hospitability that will long be 
remembered. 


Monday, September 12, 1983, 
the initial opening night Eld. 
Edwards preached “WAITING 
ON THE PROMISE”. Hearts 
were touched and souls revived! 
When the call to discipleship was 
made many individuals came 
with repentant countenance as 
the ministers laid hands and 
prayed. 


National fast day was observed 
on Tuesday and the morning 
service opened with prayer at 
9:00 A.M. Teaching, preaching 
and seminars were the highlights of 
the service, with God great in 
our midst daily and nightly. 


Many of the saints of the 
Northern area were deprived of 
the privilege of attending the 
annual Worker’s Meeting and 
Holy Convocation. Therefore, 
we are grateful that our Bishop 
W. K. Gordon had the vision to 
bring us together for this much 
needed informative and spiritual 
assembly. 


We feel and see the dawn of a 
new day as our leader forges 
ahead towards new horizons in 
the upbuilding of God’s 
kingdom and cultivating total 
involvement in the _ local 
churches, districts and national 
work. 


Pray for our continued success 
in the Lord. 


Bishop W. K. Gordon 
Jurisdictional Bishop 
Kast Louisiana 


Supt. Earl K. Gordon 
1st Administrative Assistant 


Supt. John Feltus 
2nd Administrative Assistant 


Supt. Howard Quillen 
State Secretary 


Missionary Thelma Harper 
Reporter 
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GEORGE DAVIS 
Continued from page 3 


transportation grew, the position 
expanded to Manager, 
Department of Bank 
Transportation with 
responsibility for managing and 
directing 34 employees. 


Assessing George Davis’ role at 
American Security, James F. 
Rogers, President, American 
Security Corporation, said: 
“George started driving for Mr. 
Baker (and believe me no one 
called him anything but Mr. 
Baker) the year I came to the 
bank-25 years ago. I guess we 
have sort of grown up together 
at American Security and from 
my perspective George Davis has 
been a solid, cohesive force in 
the life of this company over all 
of these years. Those of us who 
know him well can attest to his 
dependability and 
resourcefulness, Like many I 
regard George as one of my best 
friends at American Security-he 
is truly a member of this 
family.” 


But his job at the bank is only 
half of the George Davis story. 
An ordained minister in the 
Church of God in Christ since 
1958, George Davis has been 
involved in the church at all 
levels. He is currently the first 
assistant minister at the 
Refresing Spring Church on 
Riverdale Road, a congregation 
of 2,300. In addition to his work 
for the church, George 
volunteers many hours to 
community service including 
offering counseling to young 
people participating in 
rehabilitation programs at Cedar 
Knoll, to patients in methadone 
programs, and inmates at Lorton 
prison. 


“the personal contact is so 
important,” explains Mr. Davis. 
‘All I do is let them know there 
is hope and someone cares.” 


Although October 9 will be 
remembered as one of the 
highest points of his life, George 


Davis still remembers the 
lowest-the death of Robert 
Baker. 


“He was like a father to me,” 
says Mr. Davis. “It took me 
several days to recover. I was 
unsure about my future with the 
bank and I had lost someone 
who meant a great deal to me.” 


To this day, Mr. Davis 
remembers the impact so vividly 
that he is constantly motivated 
to help others cope with the loss 
of a friend or family member. 
He serves as Chaplain and 
Family Counselor at Marshall’s 
Funeral Home and frequently 
conducts lectures on the subject 
of dealing with the death of a 
family member or loved one. 


In addition to his work at the 
bank, his ministry at the church 
and his volunteer work in the 
community, Mr. Davis is married 
and has three children-a 24 year 
old daughter, and two sons, 23 
and 13. 


Regarded by many as_ the 
Chaplain at the bank, Mr. Davis 
admits his parents would like 
him to become a full time 
minister of his own church. “My 
work for the bank and the 
church go hand-in-hand,” he 


explains. ‘“‘Although the rewards 
of both are very different, I have 
found that the combination has 
made my life very fulfilled.” 


SPRING CALL MEETING 
Continued from page 1 


each jurisdiction will send a 
complete rooster of churches 
and missions within the 
jurisdiction. The Internal 
Revenue Service requires the 
parent body of the Church of 
God in Christ to file the 
necessary information regarding 
its member ehurches 
periodically. It is necessary and 
essential that churches that are 
affiliated with the Church of 
God in Christ, to file the 
necessary information regarding 
its member churches 
periodically. It is necessary and 
essential that churches that are 
affiliated with the Church of 
God in Christ, Inc., by including 
the directory published by the 
office of the General Secretary. 
Therefore, it is most urgent that 
we receive the rooster of 
churches as soon as possible. 


The office of the General 
Secretary would like to thank 
each of you for your support in 
the past and we are endeavoring 
to continuously improve the 
quality of the service of our 
office. Your continued support 
in the fore mentioned area will 
be greatly appreciated. God’s 
choice benediction and blessings 
be with you as we undergird 
ourselves for the great task that 
lies ahead. 


Bishop G. R. Ross 
General Secretary, 
Church of God in Christ 


ANNUAL BENEFIT 
Continued from page 1 


and devout service. 


The funds for this great 
organization are supplied by the 
persons purchasing tickets for 
the Benefit Dinner. The response 
from the tickets has _ been 
tremendous. The committee 
thanks the public for their 
support. Also special thanks to 
our illustrious presiding bishop, 
Bishop J. O. Patterson for having 
the vision and the desire to help 
the young people of our church. 


Through the great leadership of 
Bishop Patterson young people 
have experienced new horizons. 
Many times when the finances 
do not come up to what the 
committee anticipates, Bishop 
Patterson donates any of the 
needed money to support this 
fund. 


The scholarship committee is 
doing a fine job at assisting the 
young people of our church and 
we look forward to the Annual 
Benefit Dinner in 1984. 


NEW HOPE CHURCH OF 
GOD IN CHRIST 


Beloved Saint’s of God: 


What a blessing to assemble 
ourselves together. In our church 
we have such a_ wonderful 
fellowship with the saints. The 
Late Bishop Charles H. Mason 
appointed these special days 
Tuesday and Friday to come 
together. Tuesday and Friday 
nights have been, “The Church 
of God in Christ,” official 


Ghe Whole Gruth 


church nights during the week. 


These days were chosen with 
great love for the Lord. I 
remember as a young girl my 
mother, being saved and filled with 
the Holy Ghost showed great 
concern in making sure we were 
in service on these special nights, 
there was no reason that we 
could not be there, school, 
snow, or storm. This 
communication with God’s 
people has kept us active and 
alive. For there has been many 
souls that have come to the 
Lord, and not all of us have 
received Salvation on Sunday. 
The Lord dealt with our late 
Bishop Charles H. Mason and the 
souls continue to come. 


The Church of God in Chnist na: 
various departments where there 
is much work to be done. If we 
acquire faithfulness for the 
Lord, He will make a way tor us 
to find our place in the church 
where we are needed. New Hope 
has one of Western New York’s 
finest Evangelistic teams. Eld. 
William Moody is our president 
During the hot month of July 
the team worked together in 
rendering a three night revival at 
Eternal Hope Church of God in 
Christ, where Elder H. Young is 


the pastor. In the revival, God - 


poured out His Spirit upon us. 
Brothers and sisters, to have the 
Lord put His approval on our 
many endeavors would truly 
encourage one’s heart. 


Our president, Elder William 
Moody, asked each of us to pray 
and fast that God’s will be done, 
and that He will be with us 
during this revival, so that many 
souls can be won for the Lord’s 
Glory and Honor. We must work 
in every spiritual way we know 
how to draw lost souls to Christ. 
The God that we serve is a 
working God, just as He work 
for us, we must work in return 
for Him. Soul’s were saved, 
renewed, and revived. 


God’s love for us is indiscribable, 
according to Ephesians 3:20, 
which states, now unto Him that 
is able to do _ exceeding 
abundantly, above all that we 
ask or think, according to the 
power that worketh in us. Take 
Him at His word, serving, and 
trusting in Him, as we march 
toward our victory in Jesus 
Christ. 


There are many Veterans Saints 
in this Church of God in Christ 
who may never receive a medal 
for their hard labor in making 
the Church as a whole, a 
wonderful way and place to 
worship the Almighty God. God 
has truly blessed our senior saints 
for their faithfulness in Him, for 
their long battle in the war on 
righteousness. We can see the 
fruits of our labor at our Holy 
Convocation meetings. Our 
Church has been put together as 
Jurisdictions and Districts, at an 
appointed time each year, 


meetings are held that the 
Church may come together with 
Unity and have this oneness, but 
the greatest meeting for our 
Church, convenes in Memphis, 
Tennessee in November of each 
year. 


In our 63rd Convocation, for 
Jurisdiction number _ two, 
Presiding Bishop, C. H. McCoy, 
we were honored greatly to have 
Bishop John D. Husband from 


Atlanta, Georgia. Bishop 
Husband spoke to us concerning 
“A Deserting Soldier in the 
Army of the Lord”. One of his 
most important thoughts were, 
if we are suppose to be on the 
front line for God and we are 
elsewhere standing in the safety 
zone, we are deserters from the 
army of the Lord. 


Bishop Husband gave us a brief 
account of the work that has 
been carried on in Memphis and 
the progress the church is 
continuing to make. 


To all our young people, and 
new saints in God, stay in the 
Church where there is growth, if 
you should claim Jesus as your 
Savior, and you should go back 
into the world, the church will 
not stop, but it will continue to 
zo on, there is no reward for the 
ones’ who does not finish in this 
Chistian race. 


Y our sister in Christ, 


Kepoiter: Missionary Mary Ann 
Littleton 

New Hope Church of God in 
Christ. 

285 Masten Ave. Buffalo, New 
York 14209 

Pastor, Elder Ureese Chillis 


While attending a God sent 
revival at Progressive Holy 
Temple COGIC, the Lord spoke 
and said “write”. It was my 
third child, a little girl God had 
blessed my husband and I with. 
A beautiful child but during her 
six weeks check-up the doctors 
gave us the report that her heart 
was in a very bad condition. She 
had a heart murmur, a hole in 
the heart, of which size they did 
not know of, an enlarged heart, 
and it was beating at such a 
rapid rate that they said she 
would die of heart failure before 
the age of one. 


During her infant life, we went 
back and forth to the hospital. 
There she was receiving E.K.G’s 
and x-rays. every week 
sometimes twice a day. With 
each trip the report to me grew 
worse and worse. The hole was 
enlarging as well as the heart. 
They decided to place her in the 
hospital to monitor the adult 
strength medicine they were 
going to give her. She only grew 
worse. They decided they could 
not do anymore for her here and 
made arrangements to have her 
taken to the childrens hospital in 
Indianapolis, Ind., for heart 
surgery if possible. 


The saints of Progressive were 
touching and agreeing, believing 
with me in prayer. On the eve of 
our departure to the hospital in 
Indianapolis, my pastor and his 
wife returned from one of our 
National Convertions early to 
get back to us to lay hands on 
my daughter and pray one more 
time. The next morning along 
with her god-mother we left 
believing God. 


When we arrived at the hospital 
they started running test right 
away. Told us to go freshen up 
and meet them at a certain time. 
After a sleepless night, the hour 
finally arrived when we would 
hear the results of the test. And 
as we stood there in anticipation 
the doctor said “after running 
the tests, I find nothing wrong 
with your daughters heart. I 
don’t know why you’re here. 
Her heart looks brand new.” OH 
PRAISE GOD!!! God has done 
it again! Our daughter is now 7 
years old. She is completely 


Page 7 


healed. So if you have a petition 
before the Lord, hold on don’t 
let go. My God can do anything! 


The Lord at Progressive is yet 
working the miracles you’ve 
been hearing and reading about. 
We’ve just closed a three week 
revival as I have fore mentioned. 
During that revival the Lord 
saved and added at to the church. 
He beautifully saved and filled 
with the Holy Ghost one sister 
while sitting under a tree at 
home drinking and smoking 
dope and sent her to the church. 
God’s healing spirit moved 
healing those of sugar. Not only 
was there healing and the gift of 
salvation, but God revived his 
people so much so that we'll 
never be the same again. He sent 
his word in an _ abundance, 
breaking up all fallow ground. 
The scriptures were explained in 
depth. God’s mysteries were 
opened up to us. Oh you just 
had to have been here to really 
appreciate it. 


Don’t say God’s not moving as 
before. Don’t say he’s no longer 
performing as yesterday. You 
just need to get into the move of 
God. 


Financial blessings were being 
poured out of heaven. Loans 
were being paid off without 
reasonable explanations available 
from the loaner. God is greater. 
And he’s proving himself to the 
church. In these last days he’s 
pouring out his spirit upon all 
flesh. 


We solicit your prayers as we’ve 
just purcased anew 
church-that’s another miracle 
story. We show our thanks and 
appreciation to Elder Alvin Pitt 
and his wife Vanessa Pitt and 
Missionary Bonita Pitt, the 
decendants of the late Elder, the 
root of Jesse Pitt, the evangelist 
team that spear headed this 
highly anointed revival. 


If you’re ever in the City, stop in 
at Progressive Holy Temple 
COGIC, 1700 Pollack Ave., 
Evansville, Ind. 47714. Elder 
William W. Simmons, Pastor. 
The church where everybody is 
somebody. 


God Bless, 

Sis. La Tosha Pitt 

1119 E. Blackford Ave. 
Evansville, Ind. 47714 


REVIVAL -- A — FLOAT 
PROMISES TO BE THE 
VACATION OF THE 
YEAR’, 


A deposit of $100.00 is all that’s 
required to reserve a cabinet for 
the grand occasion. The 
“REVIVAL — A — FLOAT” 
will convene Septemner 17th 
thru 20th. The prices are as 
follows. All persons interested in 
securing a cabin should send 
their deposit immediately to: 
Christian Mutual Travel 
Association, P. O. Box 321, 
Memphis, Tennessee, 38101. 


cS 


Page 8 


NEW HOPE COGIC 
Continued from page 4 


Intensive Care Unit, here in 
Buffalo, where death could have 
come at any moment. 


During our church’s 9 to 10 
o’clock morning prayer services, 
I started to tell God of his 
condition, God spoke to me 
softly to let me know that the 
young man was healed. 


Saints of God there is a great 
need for us to check our load 
because on our way home we 
may have picked up something 
that we should have no need for. 
Let us use caution, don’t faint 
along the way and entertain the 
thought that once God said if we 
don’t have to keep asking and 
pleading to him, God has not 
proven himself to be blind or 
deaf. 


When I went back to the 
hospital, afterward it looked just 
like his condition had become 
worst, but I could not look at 
the situation with a medical 
point of view, but I have to 
continue to remember God’s 
word and praise him for it, in 
the meantime I needed someone 
whom I was sure was well 
acquainted with the Lord. At 
that present moment the 
associate pastor, Elder William 
Moody was available, I went to 
him and asked him if he could 
possibly do me a favor, I began 
to tell him of this young man’s 
situation, but I assured him that 
God has told me he was healed 
» but, I needed one more person 
beside myself who would agree 
with me according unto God 
words, St. Matt. 18:20. Elder 
Moody assured me that he 
would agree with me and I could 
count on him. We shook hands 
on God’s promise. 


On that next day old Satan 
worked overtime because he was 
intending to give me a good 
going over, but the worst things 
became, I continued to praise 
God more. Praising God more 
saints can bring us out of our 
problems because it shows God 
that we believe his word. 


The devil played more games on 
me, he even might have balled 
up his fist, but I kept on 
believing and giving God the 
praise. 


Well saints, need I tell you that 
by that following Wednesday, 
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God had completely healed this 
young man. The word of God 
had hid all his illnesses from the 
eyes and microscope of the 
doctors, they are yet 
profounded. Let us not continue 
to look at our problems with 
sadness but with joy and 
gladness because He lives and is 
alive for ever more. 


Let us support one another with 
our love and faith, let us build 
up, not tear up. 


According to our testimony and 
faith we can launch out for 
higher grounds? 


I could continue to tell you 
more of God’s unchanging hand 
but let the brothers and sisters in 
the faith hold on and pray on 
with patience. 


For our newly born again saints, 
and all saints, it may seem 
darkest to us at times but truly 
there is help at the end of our 
street, just open up your mouth 
and call for help! according to 
His word in Hebrews 13:5 He 
will never leave us nor forsake 
us. God’s love be with you 
always. 


Reporter: Missionary Mary Ann 
Littleton 
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CLASSES OF SAINTS 
Continued from page 2 


Many are classed as pillars in 
their churches. They live morally 
decent lives and cling to the 
church; for it is where they were 
saved and where they found the 
truth. Some are very active in 
the church and go through its 
protocol with amazing 
efficiency, yet the anointing of 
God is not, upon their work. 
Some because of pride and 
position would not dare to come 
to the altar and humbly repent 
and seek diligently for the 
renewing of God’s Spirit. Thus, 
they plod along year after year 
in the same old spiritual ruts. 


A lot of these people hunger and 
have a deep yearning for the 
by-gone days when the anointing 
and love of God flooded their 
souls. Some slipped into this 
when SELF became more 
important than God. For many, 
the cares of this world choked 
out the Word and they became 
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unfruitful, a mere spiritual shell 
of their former selves. They have 
a tender spot in their hearts for 
the Lord, but the all consuming 
flame has flickered low. “In the 
rut” saints often justify their 
faults; this causes them to sink 
deeper into their ruts. 


The remedy for these saints is to 
take a good look at SELF and 
kill it DEAD. A crucifixion of 
the flesh is a MUST, for when 
this is done they will then be 
able to walk in the Spirit and the 
love and joy will return. 


Thirdly, these are the “weak” 
saints. These individuals have 
been saved and many filled with 
the Holy Ghost. We know there 
are weak saints for the Bible 
speaks of them. These 
individuals are_ spiritually 
sometimes up and sometimes 
down. They are like babies that 
are hard to wean. They have a 
very tender conscience and fail 
to realize everyone calling 
himself a saints is not truly so. 
The weak saint often stumbles 
over some action of an erring 
saints. These spiritual babes - 
though some have been saved for 
years - have a parasitic nature. 
They lean heavily on some other 
person. If that person fails, they 
are almost beyond help. 


They do love the Lord, but do 
not keep their eyes on Him. 
They are eyeing the saints. Their 
knowledge of the Scriptures is 
limited, for they fail to search 
the Scriptures diligently, and 
inquire of GOD for wisdom. 
These prefer to be bottle fed by 
the elders, missionaries and 
teachers. There isn’t the 
meditation or praying through; 
they depend upon other saints 
to continually pray for them. 
They are beset with problems 
and must be _ constantly 
counseled. Because of their 
spiritual weakness, they are prey 
to other teachings and doctrines. 


These saints need to look to 
JESUS; grit their spiritual molars 
and as Paul in Philippians 4:13, 
“I can do all things through 
Christ which strengtheneth me.” 
Stand on their own two feet; 
wean themselves from 
dependence on people. 


Next, we have the “hyper” 
saints. They are deceived into 
believing themselves to be highly 
spiritual. They wrest the 
Scriptures to their own 
destruction, taking verses out of 
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context. These people have 
reached the false conclusion that 
God will jump to do whatever 
they claim by “faith”. Their 
Getaithe ae seeneallys.can 
overwhelming case of 
presumption. They become 
harsh and critical of the church 
because they do not see the 
“supposed miracles” of the 
decked out hosts and their gaily 
painted companions of the 
television talk shows. 


Although God has some 
anointed saints hosting television 
religious programs, these 
hyper-saints are only impressed 
by the flamboyant, the 
glamorous. They mimic their 
mannerisms. They wail out long, 
mournful hal- le-lu jahs, Praise - 
the Lorrrrd and glo- o- ories. 
There is nothing wrong with the 
wording, for they are high 
praises to our God. But God 
gave the saints joyous praises; 
even amid hardships and trials 
the saints have rejoiced. Our 
praises should ring our Loud and 
clear. 


God, through Bishop Mason, 
gave the saints the sweetest 
chant the world has known, 
‘““Yes, Lord”. Many other 
movements have adopted it. 


The hyper-saints are lured by the 
prospects of prosperity, healings, 
and the glamour of laying on of 
hands and claiming promises. 
God’s will for their lives is not 
sought, for they have their own 
will and want God to bless it. 
These saints are like 
hyper-children who stay so 
active they wear themselves out 
mind and body. Medication 
must be given to relax and quiet 
them. This happens to saints 
who run from tent to tent, 
meeting to meeting, being fed by 
many teachers of various 
doctrines. They end up with 
spiritual indigestion and a good 
purgative of the true Word of 
God is needed to rid these of 
fanatical doctrines. 


I once had a neighbor who 
owned a LARGE German 
shepherd dog named Major. 
Major could be thrown fresh 
ground beef, though he was ever 
so hungry, he would not touch it 
until his master told him he 
could eat it. Thus, an enemy 
could never poison Major. When 
he was a puppy a neighbor gave 
him some hamburger; he gulped 
it down. His master gave him 
such a beating he never forgot it, 
and though an old dog, he still 
does not dare to eat until his 
master gives the order to. How 
wonderful if we could obey the 
leading of the Holy Ghost and 
feed only on truth as directed by 
Him, for He is the Spirit of 
truth. : 


There is hope for some of these 
saints. After a while they 
become disappointed and 
spiritually exhausted. Their eyes 
become opened and they then 
relax and seek the will of God 
and His moving in their lives. 
Sad to say, some never recover; 
they finally become spiritual 
neurotics. 


The fifth class, the ‘“‘true” saints 
is the class we all desire to be 
and remain in, these individuals 
are not the “holier than thou”. 
In fact, they are well aware of 
their short coming, but are 
pressing for the high calling of 
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God in Christ Jesus. 


There are various stages of 
growth in this class; all are not 
on the same level, but all are 
bent on maturing. They are 
obedient to, and easily led, by 
the Holy Ghost, even when the 
flesh cringes. They are loving, 
humble, teachable and subject to 
authority. Most of their 
sacrifices are done in secret; they 
are not seeking praises of men. 
These individuals are quick to 
admit and ask forgiveness for an 
error, a wrong attitude, or a 
word quickly spoken that may 
hurt someone. 


God deals with this class. He 
chastens and purifies, molds and 
make them. They are pliable in 
His Hands. There are times they 
shed many tears going through 
this process, but they know after 
they have suffered awhile, God 
will perfect, stablish, strengthen 
and settle them. Through 
humility, they are often 
endowed with many spiritual 
gifts. Thus being often 
misunderstood, criticized and 
the objects of jealousy and envy. 
God reveals His wonders and 
mysteries to them as they go 
about with an anointing upon 
their work. They have daily 
communion with the Lord and 
search the Scriptures daily. They 
do not profess to be wonder 
workers, yet, in their humility, 
God uses them. 


True humility does not mean 
they are door mats, far from it. 
They are courageous and stand 
for God if they must stand 
alone. These individuals are 
growing into the likelihood of 
Christ. As leaders they are 
approchable. Though humble in 
spirit, they are wise and not 
swayed by public opinion, but 
by the Holy Ghost. These are 
the true pillars of the church. 


Saints, let us’all beware lest we 
fall into condemnation. Let us 
press on so that the Master may 
say on that great day, “WELL 
DONE”. 


Missy. Mary Lou Parker 
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